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TAGS: PFOR, LE 

SUB J : ISRAELI PRESS REPORT 

REF: BEIRUT 5319 

1 . LEBANESE AMBASSADOR KABBANI INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
MAY 10 THAT GOL HAS PRESS REPORT FROM ISRAELI NEWSPAPER 
MAARIV WRITTEN BY PHILLIP BEN ( MAARIV CORRESPONDENT IN 
NEW YORK) ALLEGING THAT LEBANESE GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED U. S. 
AND FRANCE TO INTERVENE MILITARILY IN LEBANON. KABBANI 
SAID THIS ISRAELI PRESS REPORT CAN CAUSE GOL CONSIDERABLE 
DIFFICULTIES NOT ONLY IN LEBANON BUT IN ARAB WORLD AND 

CAN INFLAME PUBLIC OPINION AND DISRUPT GOL' S EFFORTS TO 
CALM PRESENT SITUATION. 

2. KABBANI SAID LEBANESE FOREIGN MINISTRY WILL ISSUE 
STATEMENT: A) THAT ISRAELI PRESS REPORT IS UNTRUE AND 
WITHOUT ANY FOUNDATION; B) THAT ARTICLE IS PART OF CAM 
PAIGN OF CONFUSION WHICH WORLD ZIONISM HAS EMBARKED 
ON; AND C) WILL APPEAL TO LEBANESE CITIZENS NOT TO LISTEN 
TO SUCH RUMORS. 

3. AMBASSADOR KABBANI SAID HE WAS UNDER INSTRUCTIONS 
TOASKUSG, IF APPROPRIATE, TO ISSUE STATEMENT 
CATEGORICALLY DENYING THIS ISRAELI PRESS REPORT. KABBANI 
SAID GOL WAS MAKING SIMILAR REQUEST TO FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
FOR ISSUANCE OF DENIAL. 

4. DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN AT MAY 10 PRESS BRIEFING 
FLATLY DENIED REPORTS THAT USG HAS BEEN ASKED BY 
LEBANESE GOVERNMENT TO INTERVENE MILITARILY IN LEBANON. 
TEXT OF SPOKESMAN' S REMARKS FOLLOWS BY SEPTEL. ROGERS 
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